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1. 

     Frances Starr  Mob Item, Jan. 22, 1911 

 

Miss Starr will be the attraction tomorrow night, January 23rd, under the direction of David 

Belasco at the Mobile Theatre, presenting “The Easiest Way.” Miss Starr was born in 1880 at 

Albany, NY and theatergoers of Mobile will remember her first appearance on the Mobile 

stage when she played opposite David Warfield as “Helen” in “The Music Master.” 

 

Frances Starr was born in 1880 at Albany NY. Miss Starr is remembered with affection as 

Helen opposite David Warfield in “The Music Master.” When David Belasco discovered Miss 

Starr, he was so captivated by the brilliance of her acting, her facial expression being so 

remarkable, he states “that she held the audience for several minutes.” Belasco was 

witnessing her acting in a play, “Gallops,” and said “The various expressions of hope, 

despair, and joy were with the movements of the horse in the race.” 
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8. 

 

“The widely musical heralded gaiety ‘Little Miss Fix It’ incidental to which Eva Tanguay 

appears in a singing and dancing specialty, drew a good audience at the Mobile Theatre last 

night and the advance sale for both matinee and night performances today indicated two 

more good houses. 

The play is ordinary, merely a vehicle for the introduction of a number of songs and more or 

less comedy, with a plot that grows stale before the climax. 

Miss Grace Field, as ‘Little Miss Fix It,’ carries her part well, as do others in the principal 

roles, etc. 

The scenery during the second act, especially the effects at the rising of the curtain, was 

unusually good, and the song ‘The Moon Man,’ by Miss Grace Field and Mr. Lane, assisted by 

the company was well rendered and effective. 



Miss Tanguay is not nearly as sensational as one would expect from the advance notices of 

the production. Her songs are catchy and her stage presence rather unique, especially as 

her costumes are especially brilliant, but she says herself she cannot sing, and it’s a fact. 

However, she was heartily applauded and answered several curtain calls. Contrary to 

expectation, there was nothing even a little bit out of the way in her specialty, except in her 

‘Money Song,’ when she scattered handfuls of new pennies broadcast.” 

       Mobile Register, Nov. 11, 1911 
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10. 

Ina Claire began her stage career on the vaudeville stage when she was thirteen years old. 

She was born in Washington, D.C. Oct. 15, 1895, and her first appearance on vaudeville 

stage was in the year 1907. 

In the year 1911, she appeared in “The Quaker Girl,” and it was in this year, on Dec. 25, 

that she made her first appearance on the Mobile stage. 

 

 

Ina Claire 

 

Miss Ina Claire made her first appearance on the Mobile stage in the supportive cast with 

Richard Carle, Dec. 25, 1911, when at that time she was only eighteen years of age. 

She made so good, capturing her audiences by winsomness and daintiness, that critics are 

calling her a “second Maude Adams.” 

 

 

11. 

C. Aubry Smith, who first appeared on the Mobile stage on January 27, 1912 heading a 

company which starred Billie Burke in “The Runaway,” was an accomplished English actor 

who made his first appearance on the American stage in the year 1907, supporting Marie 

Doro in the “Morals of Marcus,” this being the first play in which Miss Doro appeared as a 

star. 

In the company in which C. Aubry Smith headed, that starred Billie Burke in 1912, he 

played the role of the artist, whose heart the country girl [Billie Burke] won. 



UNNUMBERED PAGE (INDEX HAS THIS AS PAGE 12, BUT PAGE DOES NOT HAVE A 

NUMBER) 

 

The Mobile Theatre 

Montgomery and Stone, The Old Town 

 

It was bad weather last night about theatre time, but the public turned out in goodly 

number notwithstanding to give welcome to Dave Montgomery and Fred Stone, comedians 

who are remembered here for their unique performance as the Tin Man and the Scarecrow 

in “The Wizard of Oz.”  





Forbes Robertson, although born in London in 1853, was a Scot. 



war-pipes. The Lauder show “came high.” Harry Lauder is worth it if you haven’t seen him, 

and after one sight – well, Harry’s Harry and the American public is for him! 

       



22. 

Mobile Item, Dec. 4, 1904 

Miss Evelyn Nesbit 

 

Miss Nesbit, who returned from Europe recently in the company of her alleged husband 

Harry H. Thaw, the young profligate millionaire of Pittsburg, has broken her silence. 

She denies the stories of being at the Carlton in London and declares she has been much 

misrepresented. Her story follows: 

“I am Evelyn Nesbit. I am nineteen years old. I wish to ask the American public and its 

representatives, the American newspapers, please to let me alone. 

I had not intended to say anything in reply to the statements that have been made and 

circulated regarding myself. My friends were anxious to speak for me and to deny the very 

cruel rumors that have been spread. But I think now it may be best for me to speak 

personally and so put an end once and for all to the misconception that seems to exist. 

I am here in New York for a visit to my relatives to spend Thanksgiving and Christmas. At 

present, I am visiting with my friend, Mrs. Kane. 

I was born in Pittsburg, Pa. When I was quite young, Mrs. Darragh of Philadelphia wished to 

paint me and I posed for her for my head. Then Mr. Phillips of Philadelphia wished to make 

some photographs of my head, and I posed again. 

Later on, I found that I could get quite an income from posing, and I had sittings before 

such well known artists as Carroll Beckwith, F. S. Church, Mr. Champney, Carl Blumer, and 

Mr. Tham (?) 
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24. 

“The Little Millionaire” 

Bert Leigh 

 

Bert Leigh in George M. Cohan’s show “The Little Millionaire” appeared at the Lyric Theatre 

Saturday to the considerable amusement of two good audiences. 

The play is a musical farce, and carries some genuine Cohan spread eagle music as well as 

some tuneful new pieces. Leigh plays the pleasantly intoxicated man about town very 

cleverly and fails rarely to get a laugh. 



Hazel Burgess, a co-star of Leigh in the piece, is acceptable in the part of the French maid. 
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29.  

Anna Pavlova Brings Plot Dances 

 

New York, Oct. 8, 1921 – Anna Pavlova, premier dancer of the world, is coming to America 

with a new series of ballets that have plots such as a screen or stage play of the simpler 

sort might have. 

“Anna Pavlova, the incomparative premier with a splendid company of dancers augmented 

by a magnificently balanced orchestra, attracted a brilliant audience to the Lyric Theatre last 

night. It was an evening of terpsichore and music, the former superb, the latter divine. 

Never before in the history of theatricals in Mobile has there been offered the people such 

an ensemble of perfect masters of their professions and arts. 

Aside from the incomparable premier herself, there were, it might be said, equally brilliant 

mistresses and masters of the light fantastic. The costuming was of high class, perfect so 

far as history teaches, and all this with the magnificent musical accompaniment made the 

patrons of the Lyric enjoy an evening such as rarely has been their pleasure in the history of 

theatricals in Mobile.” 

         Mobile Item 

 

 

30. 

William Morris of “Babes in Toyland” fame 

Feb. 18, 1917 

 

“The World of Pleasure,” which showed twice at the Lyric Theatre yesterday, is a typical girl 

and music show, with no particular reason for existence except that it was originally put on 

to stimulate the jaded brain and nerves of the tired businessman. 

It does that, and then some. 

Its right there with the pepper and it don’t sneeze a bit. 

If the chorus were to get in a draft and began sneezing the show might break up if then and 

there. 

Some of the costumes are rather thin, like some of the main comedian’s jokes, and some of 

them are thinner than that. The girls didn’t even wear shoulder straps. 



The music has a merry flow to it that keeps the blood running merrily and here and there is 

a dash of fervid patriotism, which ended with bringing the audience to its feet as the curtain 

went down on Act 1, and the company sang “America.” 

This hymn is not as well known here as some others, and most of the audience was slow in 



 

Bessie Bacon, daughter of Frank Bacon, who wrote the play “Lightning,” playing in the New 

York “Lightning” Company, starring Milton Nobles, will be the attraction at the Lyric Theatre 

Feb. 10-11 and 12th, 1921. 
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36.  

Irene Castle is Pleasing in her Appearance Here 

 

Irene Castle appeared in person and in sinuous estacles(?) at the Bijou yesterday in chiffon, 

both gray and white, in pink velvet and white fox, in peach-hue, in silver-rose petal, in 

orchid, and flesh petal, in silver and turquoise, in star gold, in two-tone green and two-tone 

pink, in a diamond-head dress, in fringe, and, at times, in stockings. 

It seems necessary to mention all these items of her wardrobe not only because particular 

stress is laid upon them in the program, but also to establish the claim made for her that 

she is the best dressed woman in the world. It is a pity, though, to focus attention on Mrs. 

Castle’s clothes alone, for they are not the most important feature of her performance.  The 
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40.  

Paul Whiteman and his Orchestra, Jan. 23, 1925, at the Bijou Theatre 

“Concert Evokes Raptures of Applause” 

 

“Americans are the most musical people in the world, except possibly the Italians, but at the 

same time, they are more ignorant in regard to music than any of the civilized nations. They 

have no musical culture whatever. This is the opinion of Paul Whiteman, the world’s most 

famous jazz artist, who gave Mobilians an exhibition of his new American music Friday 

night.  

The real American goes to a concert and most of the time goes into ecstacies over a piece of 

music, applauds, encores/ But ask him the name of the piece, or why he like it and he 

cannot tell you. He doesn’t know. But he knows that he enjoyed it. He appreciates music 

like a barbarian, but he has no intellectual appreciation of the music, which shows that that 







Youth, beauty, and grace of manner unite to give Miss Swarthout that personality which is a 

prime requisite of truly great artistic success, and her concert Monday evening, April 1, in 

the Murphy High School Auditorium …. 

 

 

John Ringling 

 

John Ringling, sole survivor of the five Ringling Brothers circus, was in Mobile Oct. 7, 1930, 

with his circus to perform at Monroe Park in the afternoon and night, and when interviewed 

he said in part: 

“Mobile has improved considerably since my last visit.” 

One thing he distinctly recalled about Mobile was its baseball team of 1922, when the Mobile 

Bears won the Southern League pennant and then defeated the Fort Worth champions of 

the Texas League. 

“Yes the people want the best,” he was speaking generally, but he made it apply to the 

circus world of which he is the dominant figure as head of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum 

and Bailey Circus Corporation, which includes Sells-Flato, John Robinson, Sparks and Al G. 

Barnes shows, and Hagenbach Animal Shows. He added: 

“In the circus that’s what we try to give them – the best there is. We are constantly on the 

alert for new and unusual things, always working to improve.” 

 

 

45. 

Clarence Darrow and Wife at the Battle House 

 

While Mr. Darrow is here, he and his wife both said firmly they will not engage in any 

activities. 

“We came here to rest,” Mrs. Darrow said “and we do not intend to go gadding about.” 

Mr. Darrow agreed, smiling, while his wife laid down the law concerning his period of 



“Look here” [said Mrs. Darrow] “please understand me. I came here to rest, not to wrangle 

and I don’t intend to start anything with anybody. “ 

The Darrows may stay here until spring, reveling in the quiet and peace of Mobile, they 

indicated. They are sure to stay six weeks at least, etc. 

        Mobile Register, Jan. 16, 1927 

 

 



47. 

Lawrence Tibbett, internationally famous baritone, will be the first of three attractions to be 

brought to Mobile by the All-Star Concert Series. He will sing on the night of Oct. 17. The 

Barrere Britt Concerto is scheduled for Feb. 10 and Carola Goya, Spanish dancer on March 

13. All the attractions will be given in Murphy High School auditorium. 

        Mobile Register, Sep 25, 1938 

 

 

Jeanette MacDonald Thrills Mobile with Song Concert at Fort Whiting, Feb. 19, 1940 

 

Jeanette MacDonald of films captivated Mobile scriveners on arrival here. Painless glamor, 

absence of “oomph,” pleases battery of interviewers as golden haired star outdoes her 

version in Technicolor. 

 

 

48. 

Dave Rubinoff will be heard in Mobile with his priceless violin  

at a benefit concert February 12, 1939 

 

Dave Rubinoff, he of the magic violin, and his two associates – Fray and Braggiotti, the 

piano duo – Sunday afternoon gave a capacity crowd at Fort Whiting one of the greatest 

musical treats Mobile has ever experienced. 

 

Grace Moore, Murphy High Auditorium, Mobile 

 

Grace Moore, Metropolitan’s leading soprano, who made the movies like opera, opened 

Mobile’s winter concert season last night at Murphy High School before a full house in the 

first of the All-Star Concert series. 

Wearing decorations by European governments and heavily laden with diamonds, Miss 

Moors was queenly in her address and graciously responded with four encores. 

Applause mounted in direct ratio with the familiarity of her selections and by the time she 

sang Puccini’s “Un-bel-di” from Madame Butterfly, she had the rapt attention and 

enthusiastic support of her audience. More plump than when she stepped out with King 



        Mobile Register, Oct. 26, 1940 

 

 

49. 

H.V. Kaltenborn Speaks at Fort Whiting This Month 

 

Current world events will be explored in Mobile on September 23, 1940, when the above 

news analyst appears at Fort Whiting auditorium under the auspices of the Kiwanis Club. 



With this orchestra will be five singing girls.  

Romberg began his career in Vienna as a child during the gay nineties, playing with school 

bands. He is a composer of more than fifty famous operettas, including “The Student 

Prince,” “The Desert Song,” “Blossom Time,” and “Up In Central Park.” He has written more 

than 70 scores. 

Romberg will be brought to Mobile under auspices of the Mobile Lions Club for welfare fund. 

         Nov. 8, 1943 
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