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Descriptive Summary :  

Creator: Jacqueline Anderson  Matte  

Title: Jacqueline Anderson  Matte / MOWA Choctaw Indian Papers  

Dates: 1811 -2006  

Quantity: 25 .5  cubic feet  

Abstract: Documents primar ily related to Jacqueline Matte’s research for her books The History of 

Washington County Alabama, Seeing Historic Alabama, and  They Say the Wind Is Red.  

Accession: 07 -09-4 70 

 

 

 

Biographical Note : 

Jacqueline Anderson Matte was born in Chatom, Alabama



records, and approximately two hundred hours of audio interviews , some of which are 

transcribed . The collection is not limited in scope to just the MOWA Indians. It also contains 

documents compiled for the donor’s research on Washington County and historic Alabama . Much 

of the information in the collection is primary material gleaned from the National Archives and 

various county courthouses.  

 

 

 

Arrangement :  

The collection is divided into five  series:  1. Research Files [1 4 cu. ft.]; 2. Publications, arranged 

alphabetically by subject matter [4 .5  cu. ft.]; 3. Audio Cassettes, arranged chronologically [ 1 cu. 

ft.]; 4. Photographs, arranged by subject (. 50  cu. ft.); 5 . Books , arranged alphabetically by last 

name of author; journals chronologically by name of journal [ 5.5  cu. ft.] ; 6. Microfilm (8 rolls ; 

1824- 1914; intermittent years ); 7. Mobile County, Alabama Catholic Church Records  (1781 -

1886; intermi ttent years).  

 

 

Access Restrictions:  

This material is open for research; however some files are restricted. Twenty - four hours 

advance notice required to use this collection. Proof of the researcher’s relationship to 

the subject 



Preferred Citation:  

Title of Item, Box #, Folder @, Jacqueline Anderson  Matte / MOWA Choctaw Indian Papers , The 

Doy Leale McCall Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of South Alabama , Mobile, 

Alabama  

 

Sensitive Materials Statement:  

Manuscript co llections and archival records may contain material(s) of a sensitive or confidential 

nature that is protected under federal or state rights to privacy. Researchers are advised that the 



Series  3 : Audio Cassettes. Consists of seventy - three audio cassettes of interviews conducted 

by Jackie Matte for her research. They were later 





13. Excerpts of books by Charles Landman  
14. Notes on books; MOWA file s 
15. Matte correspondence – Alabama history instruction  
16. Alexander Brashears land claims  
17. Brashears vs. Williams  
18. Wall vs. Williams  
19. Tisdale Snow records  
20. Loftin -





23. Correspondence regarding critique of Matte transcript  
24. Critiques of MOWA claims  
 





9. Miscellaneous interviews  
10. Letters to/from Gallasneed Weaver  
11. Evelyn Weaver, Maggie Orso, Ora Irene, Rosie Rivers, Price Rivers interviews  
12. Matte/Kettering Foundation regarding education book  
13. Book excerpt on kinship systems  
14. Ku Klux Klan rally photo, 1924  
15. Correspondence, note s, records regarding MOWA land records  
16. MOWA land records/maps  
17. MOWA land records  
18. Miscellaneous maps  
19. Correspondence, captions, maps regarding miscellaneous maps  
20. Tax assessor, other records regarding MOWA Washington County land  
21. Land, o ther records related to MOWA  
22. MOWA Cultural Center, language camp grants  
23. Law student papers on MOWA  
24. Bureau of Indian Affairs correspondence 
25. Correspondence – 1825, 1844- 45, 1849, 1851 -52 
26. Correspondence – 1853 -56, 1859 -60, 1906, 1935, 1970



15. Grant proposal, research regarding MOWA museum; MOWA Housing Needs Assessment  
16. MOWA status clarification  
17. MOWA permission to publish book on tribe history  
18. Preliminary Report for History of the MOWA, 1983 
19. Preliminary Report on MOWA Hist ory, 1984  
20. MOWA Preliminary GTKY File, 1994 
21. MOWA status clarification project correspondence  
22. MOWA research chronology  
23. MOWA Congressional testimony, 1992  
24. MOWA timeline, 1813 -2003; Introduction to MOWA History  
25. Articles, correspondence regarding missionary to the MOWA; booklet on Louisiana Indians  
26. “The Cajans of Mobile County, Alabama” and other writings of Laura Murphy  
27. List of MOWA related correspondence from the National Archives  
28. Sources from Yale University, National Archi ves, Newberry Library  
29. Sources from the National Archives, Smithsonian, Oklahoma Historical Society, University of 
Sfirf 



15. Summary under the Criteria and Evidence for Proposed Finding against Federal 
Acknowledgement of the MOWA Band of Choctaw – 1994  
16. Cleve Reed affidavit, 1996  
17. Daniel Reed records  
18. Notes regarding Rose and Eliza Reed  
19. Reed, Sullivan, Chastang family Bible records  
20. Reuben and Thomas Reed – Miller Roll applications  
21. Tiney Reed – Miller Roll application  
22. Interviews with Mauvell, Ira, Talmadge, Van Early, William, and Rose Reed; Jane Weaver; 
Ruth Wea therford  
23. Guidelines for Preparing a Petition for Federal Acknowledgement as an Indian tribe  
24. Notes, correspondence regarding Johnnie Andrews report (genealogy)  
25. Report on Choctaw Indians of Mississippi – 1936 
26. Matte correspondence regarding MO WA research  
27. Reports on MOWA, other tribes by Dr. Susan Greenbaum  
28. Reports by Matte, other regarding MOWA  
29. Articles regarding Creek chapter of KILROI  
30. Miscellaneous Mobile and Washington county records  
31. Report on number of Choctaws in Alabam a, Mississippi, and Louisiana  
32. “Indians in British West Florida ….”  
33. Resources for teaching Southeastern Indian history  
34. Depositories and records searched for Federal acknowledgement – MOWA 
35. Letter regarding charges of fraud against Choctaw age nt in Mobile  
36. Dossy Rivers court papers  
37. James Rivers descendants  
38. Jewel and John Rivers – Alabama Seasonal Farm Workers Council  
39. Records regarding Joel Rivers  
40. Josephine Rivers interviews  
41. Peter Rivers’ notes, correspondence  
42. Roll of “friendly” Creek Indians  
43. Guion Miller Eastern Cherokee roll, 1908 -10; Confederate States of America consolidated 
index (excerpt)  
44. Miller Roll of Eastern Cherokee – 1908; McGhee roll – 1950s  
45. Bernard Romans’ Map of 1772  
46. Federal reports, legisl ation regarding Choctaws  
47. Message to the Chiefs of the Choctaw Nation – 1789; “The People Who Stayed” – 1997  
48. Articles regarding salt works  
 
 
Box 8  
 
1. MOWA land, genealogy records, and photos  
2. Matt saltworks research  
3. Southeastern Indians – “Pr econtact to the Present: A Selected Bibliography for Teachers”  
4. Articles, correspondence regarding Reed’s Chapel School closing  
5. School desegregation photo – 1963 
6. Political cartoon – Wallace in school house door  
7. Mobile/Washington counties school reports  







4. Brashears, Miller, and Smith geneal ogies  
5. Notes of Edward Palmer – Bureau of American Ethnology  
6. Byrd family files  
7. Lemuel Byrd miscellaneous records  
8. Sancer and Victor Byrd interviews  
9. Petition to name Laura Byrd administrator of estate of William M. Byrd  
10. “Two Racial Islands in Alabama”  
11. Articles from American Anthropologist; “The Lumbee Problem: The Making of an American 
Indian People”  
12. Articles, notes on Cajuns in Mobile area  
13. Alabama/Mississippi census information  
14. Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida census informat ion  
15. Mobile County census information 
16. Spanish territory census information  
17. Washington County census information 
18. Cherokee notes and records from Georgia State Archives  
19. Cherokee register, 1817 -19 
20. Notes, documents regarding Choctaw rese arch  
21. Correspondence, documents regarding Choctaw roll of 1831 (part 1) 
22. Correspondence, documents regarding Choctaw roll of 1831 (part 2) 
23. Choctaw court claims, 1951  
24. Choctaw history records  
25. Choctaw -  Dawes cards  
26. Choctaw agency notes  
27. Choctaw Book No. 13 – List of approved locations under Choctaw Treaty of 1830  
28. Choctaws in Mobile County  
29. Choctaw muster rolls, 1814  
30. Choctaws – miscellaneous notes and documents  
31. Missions to Choctaws, 1817 -1830  
32. National Archives documen ts regarding Choctaws  
33. Choctaw – orphanage laws  
34. Choctaw regiments in Civil War  
35. Book excerpts regarding Choctaw  
36. Choctaw removal records, 1825- 38 
37. William Claiborne papers (part 1)  
 
 
Box 11  
 
1. William Claiborne papers (part 2)  
2. Excerpts from diary of Gen. John Coffee  
3. Colbert family – Chickasaws  
4. Cole family papers  
5. Confederate military papers  
6. Cooper roll of Choctaws, 1855  
7. Agriculture censuses for Mobile and Washington counties  
8. Correspondence regarding census of Indians of South Alabama  
9. Records regarding Creeks/Eastern Cherokee: Guion Miller roll  
10. Articles, correspondence regarding Creeks; Report of Indian Work, 1936  
11. Creek census records 
12. Correspondence, records regarding Creek War  
13. U.S. Court of Claims – Choctaw Nation v. U.S.  
14. Records regarding Dawes Act applications  
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26. Juzan records (part 1)  
27. Juzan records (part 2)  
28. Juzan – Orso, Hollinger, Chastang  
29. Juzan petition  
30. Kish um us tubbee testimony – Court of Claims net proceeds case, 1838  
31. American State Papers – Land Claims in the Mississippi Territory  
32. Lane, Reed marriage records; Benjamin Hawkins notes  
33. Correspondence – Record of the Commission General of Subsistence, 1832  
34. Correspondence from Office of Indian Administration  
35. Correspondence to Agent J ohn Beck, 1906  
36. Correspondence, articles regarding Clarke County  
37. List of locations under Choctaw treaty  
38. Miscellaneous maps, articles, land records  
39. Notes, probate records regarding Mobile marriages  
40. Choctaw muster roll, 1837 -38  
41. Miscell aneous military records  
42. Guion Miller roll of Eastern Cherokee 
43. Documents, notes regarding Miller roll  
44. Miscegenation cases  
 
 
Box 13  
 
1. Records regarding Mitchell’s Reserve; Record of slave sale by Samuel Mitchell  
2. Davis v. Brue (or Bru) – Mob ile Circuit Court  



30. Reed land records  
31. Records, correspondence  regarding Rose Reed  
32. Report on Remote Indian Groups in Alabama  
33. Register of Choctaw names, 1831  
34. Clasby Rivers interview  
35. Rivers family records  
36. Records regarding Clarke County saltworks  
37. Original documents, notes regarding Clarke County  saltworks  
38. Reports, student records, correspondence regarding Indian schools  
39. Report, records regarding Washington County schools  
40. Choctaw muster rolls, 1847 – Bay Indians  
41. Articles, records regarding Six Towns Choctaws  
42. Land records regard ing Piomingo Hometec  
43. Articles, correspondence regarding Choctaw villages  
 
 
Box 14  
 
1. Laws regarding slaves in Alabama  
2. Ellen Snow/Mary Taylor, Dina Snow  
3. “A Persistent People: Rapid Ethnographic Assessment of MOWA Choctaw Federal 
Acknowledgement Petition”  
4. “The Indians of the Southeastern United States”  
5. “Early History of the Creek Indians and Their Neighbors”  
6. “The Muscogee or Creek Indians from 1519 to 1893”  
7. Tensaw Land and Timber Company v. Monte L. Moorer  
8. Testimony referring to Six  Towns Choctaws, 1838  
9. U.S. and Alabama census materials  
10. Brashear –1.6(3).5(s)-2639 



Box 14 a 
 
Choctaw in Alabama: Remote Sen sing and Landscape Ethnography  by Ami Rebecca Phillips Ross 
(thesis), 2008 
 
Origins of the MOWA Band of Choctaw  by Jacqueline A. Matte, Susan Greenbaum, Doris Brown, 
and Peter A. Rivers; Origins of the MOWA Band of Choctaws: A Critique  by Johnnie Andrews, Jr.  
(removed from the Clinton King Collection, accession # 91 - 07- 228)  
 
 
Series 2  –  Publications  
 
Box 1 5 :  
 
1. The Choctaw of Mobile -Washington County  
2



52-



30. Indian Doctor  Matures Methods of Curing and Preventing Diseases  According to Indians .  
31. Extinction by Reclassification  
32. Historical Editing  
33. Imanukfila Chata, Poems  
34



10. A. Ol a Irene / Rosie Rivers: August 23, 1983  
      B. Ol a Irene / Rosie Rivers: August 23, 1983 
 
11. A. Sancer Byrd w/ Stuart Berde & Reva Lee : August 25, 1983  
      B. Sancer Byrd: August 25, 198 3 
 
12. A. Sancer Byrd: August 2 6, 1983  
      B. Sancer Byrd: August 25, 1983  
 
13. A. Sancer Byrd: August 31, 1983  
      B. Sancer Byrd: August 31, 1983  
 
14. A. Sancer Byrd: August 31, 1983  
      B. Sancer Byrd: August 31, 1983  
 
15. A. Sancer Byrd: August 3 1, 1983  
      B. Sancer Byrd: August 31, 1983  
 
16. A. Ressie Byrd: June 6, 1984  
      B. Ressie Byrd / Mr. Lewis: June 6, 1984  
 
17. A. General  Meeting: June 6, 1984  
      B. General  Meeting: June 6, 1984  
 
18. A. Rosie Byrd Rivers: June 8, 1984  
      B. Ros ie Rivers  & a little Clasbee Rivers : June 8, 1984  
 
19. A. Mary Ann Weaver, Josephine Rivers, Alice Echols, & Patsy Reed: July 19, 1984 
      B. blank  
 
20. A. Jane Weaver / Talmage Reed: July 9, 1984 
      B. Talmage Reed / Lessie Ma e Byrd: n.d.  
 
21. A. Cha ndler Weaver: July 10, 1984  
      



 
28. A. Mary Taylor: June 30, 1986 
      B. Mary Taylor: June 30, 1986  
 
28a. A. Mary Taylor: June 30, 1986  
        B. Ruth Shepard: July 1, 1986  
   
29. A. Mary Taylor: June 30, 1986 
      B.  Bootsie Byrd: June 30, 1986  
 
30. A. Bootsie Byrd: June 30, 1986 
      B. Ella Snow / Mary Taylor : n.d.  
 
31. A. Ruth Shepard / Chandler Weaver: July 1, 1986 
      B. Chandler Weaver: July 1, 1986  
 
32. A. Ruth Shepard / Chandler Weaver: July 1, 1986  
      B. Chandler Weaver : July 1, 1986 



      B. Josephine  and Pete Rivers with Susan Greenbaum: June 23, 1987 
 
45. A. Mary Ann Weaver: June 23, 1987  
      B. Mary Ann Weaver: June 23, 1987  
 
46. A. Mary Taylor: October 13, 1987  
      B. Mary Taylor: October 13, 1987  
 
47. A. Mary Ann Weaver / Pete Rivers : June 19, 1988  
      B. Side 2  
 
48. A. Malcolm Reed: June 19, 1988  
      B. Lee Weaver / Pete Rivers: June 20, 1988  
 
49. A. Jackie Matte at St. Ste ph ens: June 11, 1999 
      B. Jackie Matte at St. Ste ph ens: June 13, 1999 
 
50. A. Roberta Rivers: October 12, 2001  
      B. Roberta Rivers: October 12, 2001  
 
51. A. VOA copy of St. Ste ph ens ( n.d. )  
      B.  
 
52. A. Roosevelt Weaver / Victor Byrd ( n.d. )  
      B. Inaudible  
 
53. A. Camilla Reed ( n.d. )  
      B. blank  
 
54. A. Mary Byrd ( n.d. )  
      B. “Bootsie” Joe Byrd ( n.d. )  
 
55. A. Da dd y Richard Weaver (n.d. )  
      B. Mary Ann Brown w/ W. W. “Bud” Weaver (n.d. )  
 
56. no info available  
 
57. A. Annie Weaver ( n.d. )  
      B. Jan e and Sa ncer Weaver ( n.d. )  
 
58. A. Alice Echols ( n.d. )  
      B. Alice Echols / Loutriam (n.d.)  
 
59. A. Vann Early Reed (n.d. )  
      B. Vann Early Reed ( n.d. )  
 
60. A. Dinah Snow (n.d. )  
      B. Dinah Snow ( n.d. )  
 
61. no info available  
 
62. A. Turner -Wheeler Tour? (n.d.)  [Wheeler Home]  
      B. Turner- Whe eler Tour? (n.d.)  [Wheeler Home]  
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63. A. Bennet Weaver ( n.d. )  
      B. Bennet Weaver ( n.d. )  
 
64. A. Roosevelt Weaver ( n.d. )  
      B. Roosevelt Weaver ( n.d. )  
 
65. A. Mary Taylor / Pete and Josephine Rivers ( n.d. )  
      B. Mrs. Annie “Shom o” Weaver (n.d. )  
 
66. A. Mary Weaver and Joseph ine Rivers? , Indians Ways & Customs (n.d. )  
      B. Mary Weaver and Joseph Rivers?  (n.d. )  
 
67. A. Mary Byrd ( n.d. )  



Series 4  –  Photographs  
 
Box 20 :  
 
1. Artifacts (color) 
2. Classroom (color)  
3. Cherokee Museu m (color)  
4. Miscellaneous (b&w)  
5. Negatives  
6. People (b&w) 
7. People (color)  
8. Postcards 
9. Pow Wows (color)  
10. Signs/Monuments/Tombstones (b&w)  
11. Signs/Monuments/Tombstone (color)  
12. Structures (b&w) 
13. Structures (color)  
14. Sunray Family  
15. Lo ose photos  
 
 
Box 21 :  
 
1. Photographs of MOWA Choctaws w/ captions (binder -  mostly digital images)  
2. MOWA Band of Choctaws, copies of Photographs of ancestors (binder) 
 
 
Series 5  –  Books  
 
Those books not removed and placed in the Archives’ research collec tion (so noted 
below) were cataloged and placed as a set in the AV Room.  
 
Allen, Paula Gunn, ed., Spider Woman’s Granddaughters: Traditional Tales of Contemporary 
Writing by Native American Women . New York: Ballantine Books, 1989.  

 
Alexie, Sherman. The Lon e Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven . New York: The Atlantic Monthly 
Press, 1993.  
 
Arthur, Stanley Clisby. Index to Archives of Spanish West Florida 1782 -1810. Louisiana: 
Polyanthos, Inc., 1975.  [ Removed and pla ced in Archives ’ research collection. ]  
 
Atk inson, James R. Splendid Land, Splendid People: The Chickasaw Indians to Removal .    
Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 2004.  
 
Barefield, Marilyn Davis. 



 
Carson, James Taylor. Searching for the Bright Path: The Mississip pi Choctaws from Prehistory to 
Removal . Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999.  
 
Coker, William S. and G. Douglas Inglis. The Spanish Census of Pensacola, 1784 -1820: A 
Genealogical Guide to Spanish Pensacola . Pensacola: The Perdido Bay Press, 1980.  
 
Collier, Marcia K. Smith, ed., Alabama County Data & Resources . Montgomery: Davis Printing 
Company Inc., 1997.  [The Removed and placed in Archives’ research collection.]  
 
Cotterill, R.S. The Southern Indians: The Story of the Civilized Tribes Before Removal . Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1954.  
 
Cramer, Renée Ann. Cash, Color, and Colonialism: The Politics of Tribal Acknowledgement . 
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2005  
 
Curtis, Edward S. The North American Indians , New York: Everbest Printing Co ., 1972.  
 
Cushman, H.B. History of the Choctaw, Chickasaw and Natchez Indians . Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1962.  
 
Debo, Angie. A History of the Indians of the United States . Norman: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1989.  
 
______________. The Rise an d Fall of the Choctaw Republic . Norman: University of Oklahoma 
Press, 1972.  
 
Deloria, Vine Jr. and Clifford M. Lytle. American Indians, American Justice . Austin: University of 
Texas Press, 1983.  
 
______________. The Nations Within: The Past and Future of t he American Indian Sovereignty . 
New York: Pantheon Books, 1984.  
 
Deloria, Vine Jr. Behind the Trail of Broken Treaties: An Indian Declaration of Independence . 
Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990.  
 
______________. Custer Died For Your Sins: An Indian Ma nifesto . New York: Avon Books, 1971.  
 
______________. Red Earth, White Lies: Native Americans and the Myth of Scientific Fact. New 
York:  Scribner, 1995.  
 
DeRosier, Arthur H. The Removal of the Choctaw Indians. Knoxville: The University of Tennessee 
Press,  1970.  
 
Driver, Harold E. Indians of North America . Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1969.  





Jiles, Paulette. Enemy Women . New York: Perennial, 2002.  
 
Kidwell, Clara Sue. Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818 -1918 . Norman:  University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1995.  
 
Krakauer , Jon, ed., La Salle and the Discovery of the Great West: New York: Random House Inc., 
1999.  
 
Kraupat, Arnold. Red Matters: Native American Studies . Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2002.  
 
Krober, Theodora. Ishi in Two Worlds: A Biography of  the Last Wild Indian in North America . 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1961.  
 
Lackey, Richard S. Cite Your Sources . Louisiana: Polyanthos, Inc., 1980.  
 
Leider, Michael and Jake Page. Wild Justice: The People of Geronimo Vs. The United States . 
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997.  
 
Littlefield, Daniel F., ed. The Life of Okah Tubbee . Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988.  
 
Marler, Don C. Redbones of Louisiana: For 200 Years Redbones Have Been Louisiana’s Mystery 
People . Hemphill: Dogwo od Press, 2003.  
 
______________. General Thomas S Woodward and Woodward’s Reminiscences . Hemphill: 
Dogwood Press, 2001.  
 
Marks, Paula Mitchell. In a Barren Land: The American Indian Quest for Cultural Survival, 1607 to 
the Present . New York: Perennial, 199 8.  
 
Mason, Sara Elizabeth, ed., A List of Nineteenth Century Maps of the State of Alabama . 
Birmingham: Birmingham Public library, 1973.  [ Removed and placed in Archives’ research 
collection.]  
 
Mathews, David. Why Public Schools? Whose Public Schools: Storie s from Early Alabama . [Draft 
copy, publisher information and copyright date are not provided.] [ Removed and placed in 
Archives’ research collection.]  
 
Matte, Jacqueline Anderson. The History of Washington: First County in Alabama . Chatom: The 





Remington, W. Craig and Tomas J. Kallsen, ed., Historical Atlas of Alabama Vol. I: Historical 
Locations by County . Tuscaloosa: The Universi ty of Alabama Press, 1997.  [ Removed and placed 
in Archives’ research collection.]  
 
Richter, Daniel K. Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early America. 
Cambridge : Harvard University Press, 2001.  
 
Rozema, Vicki. Footsteps of the Cherokees:  A Guide to the Eastern Homelands of the Cherokee 
Nation . Winston -Salem: John F. Blair, Publisher, 1995.  
 
Saunt, Claudio. A New Order of Things: Prosperity, Power, and the Transformation of Creek 



Washburn, Wicomb E. The Assault on Indian Tribalism: The General Allotment Law (Dawes Act ) 
of 1887. Malabar: Robert E. Krieger Publishing Company, 1986.  
 
Weatherford, Jack. Indian Givers: How the Indians of the Americas Transformed the World . New 
York: Fawcett Columbine, 1988.  
 
Wells, Mary Ann. Native Land: Mississippi 1540- 1798. Jackson: Univ ersity Press of Mississippi, 
1994.  
 
______________. Searching For Red Eagle: A Personal Journey into the Spirit World of Native 
America . Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1998. 
 
Wells, Samuel J. and Roseanna Tubby, ed., After Removal: The Choctaw i n Mississippi . Jackson, 
University Press of Mississippi, 1986. 
 
White, Richard. The Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social Change among 
the Choctaws, Pawnees, and Navajos. 




