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Biographical Note: 

Doy Leale McCall Sr. was born at Hoke’s Bluff in Etowah County, Alabama, in 1896. McCall 

served  in the military during World War I. Along with his brother L. T. McCall and his father, 

L. L. McCall, Doy moved to Monroe County in 1922 and established a sawmill. Three years 

later McCall Sr. moved to the town of Monroeville and met and married Marie Cro ok, the 

daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Crook, in 1926. McCall Sr. lost an arm to a sawmill 

accident in 1927, which left him time to indulge his passion for history and bottle collecting. 

Over the next years he amassed one of the largest archive of historical documents and 

bottles in the United States. McCall Sr.’s grandfather, T. L. McCall, built a school at Hoke’s 

Bluff . McCall Sr. died in 1971. McCall Sr.’s and Marie’s son Doy Leale McCall Jr. received a 

medical degree from Johns Hopkins. McCall Jr.’s w ife, Margaret “Nootsie” Thorington Kohn 

McCall, was a direct descendant of General John Scott, one of Montgomery, Alabama’s co -

founders. She and McCall Jr. lived in Selma, Alabama, for thirty years before Mrs. McCall Jr. 

returned to her native Montgomery a fter McCall Jr.’s death. Margaret Kohn McCall died in 



1830. The following year he was hired by the University of Alabama to teach ancient 
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War I, and World War II.  

Included in the “entertainment” subject area are non- alcoholic drinks, dances, sporting 

events and goods, and venues like museums, as well as recreational activities like fishing 

and hunting and some travel material. Food - related items can be found in the “industry” or 





Weaknesses: 
�x 



deal s with personal thoughts on agriculture, business, politics and the Civil W ar.  

  

The following discussion provides more information about the many themes found within the 

correspondence.  

 
1800s -1850s  

�x Primary individuals: Gen. John C. Pickens, Gov. Israel Pickens, Capt. Israel L. 
Pickens, Capt. Samuel Pickens, Samuel Pick ens III, Robert Pickens, the Lenoir 
Family, William Dupphey (Dufphey), R.K. Meade, and Dr. Griggs . 

�x Notable themes and events: land purchas es and investments ;  discussion of slave 





116.5 January  4, 1847 – December 12, 1847 (39 )  
116.6 January 15, 1848 – December 28, 1849 (34)  
116.7 January 7, 1850 – December 26, 1851 (46)  
116 .8 January 3, 1852 – March 3, 1853 (44)  
116.9 March 4, 1853 – June 1, 1854 (4 6)  
116.10 June 3, 1854 – November 19, 1855 (43)  
116.11 February 14, 1856 – December 11, 1858 (30)  
116.12 February 2, 1858 – May 29, 1858 (39 )  



Box 118 
 
118.1 July 2, 1873 – 



119.24 October 13, 1882 – December 30, 1882 (42)  
119.25 January 4, 1883 – March 31, 1883 ( 38)  
119.26 April 4, 1883 – May 29, 1883 (43)



121.19 June 12, 1912 – October 30 , 1913 (50)  
121.20 November 4 , 1913 – June 13, 1914 (50)  
121.21 June 17,  1914 – September 5, 1944  (26 )  
121.22 c. 1 810s, 1820s (24 )  
121.23 c. 1 820s -  1840s (31 )  
121.24 c. 1 820s -  1840s (22 )  
121.25 c. 1 850s -  1870s ( 19)  
121.26 c. 1 880s -  1900s (28 )  
121.27 n.d.  (48)  
121.28 n.d.  (34)  
121.29 n.d.  (3 2)  
121.30 n.d.  (27)  

Sub -subseries 2A-2. Diaries (The number in parenthesis denotes number of diaries (not 
individual pieces of paper) in each folder)  
 
Box 122   



�x Illustrates ac ademic affairs before, during, and after the Civil War.  
�x Includes several Pickens females and their educational endeavors.  
�x Also has Sam uel III ’s formal application to leave school to fight in the Civil War.  

 
 
Weaknesses: 

�x Aside from Colonel Sam uel  Pickens ’ children Sam



Sub -subseries 2B-3. Eloise Pickens 
 
124.4 Report Cards, March 1897 -  May 19, 1899, n.d.  (5)  
124 .5  School Work , April  17,  1894 – May 31, 1899, n.d.  (8)  

Sub -subseries 2B-4. Gaillard Pickens 
 
124.6 School Receipts, February 27, 1882 – February 12, 1884, n.d.  (6)  
124.7 Report Cards, November 28, 1879 – May 1, 1884 (25)  
124.8 School Work, January 20, 1881 – March  29,  1884, n.d.  (10)  

Sub -subseries 2B-5. Israel Pickens (Governor) 
124 .9  School Receipts, August 25, 1830 (1) [*receipt for payment to the University of 
Alabama]  
124.10 School Work, June 1, 1799 (1)  

Sub -subseries 2B-6. Israel “Icha” Pickens 
12 4.11 School Receipts, June 25, 1863 – August 3, 1871 (14)  
124.1 2 Report Cards, June 23, 1871 (1)  
124.1 3 School Work, February 8, 1868 – May 25, 1871 (47)  
124.1 4 School Work, n.d.  (33)  

Sub -subseries 2B-7. Israel Leonidas Pickens 
124 .15  School Receipts, January 5, 1833 – July 4, 1836 (2)  

Sub -sub series 2B-8. James Pickens 
124.1 6 School Receipts, October 31, 1859 – June 12, 1861 (2)  
124.1 7 Report Cards, April 9, 1858 – May 1, 1861 (13)  
124.1 8 School Work, February 14, 1854 – May 8, 1859 (31)  -sub series 





 



services, promissory notes, and annual account statements with businesses. Gives 

evidence of far- ranging business transactions. Some of the commonly -mentioned 

businesses  are  Cummings and Mason, DeForest and Morris (later k nown as Dade and 

Reynolds), Thomas H. Herndon, M. J. Meyers, Storke and Carson, Robert W. Withers , 

and Richard Yarbrough.  

Samuel Pickens (III) – I ncludes bills, statements, agricultural quotes, transactions with 

tenants, and cottons weights and pricing. Sa m uel  usually handled the larger 

payments of the family, and balanced accounts with the Estate of Samuel Pickens 

(with Mary G. T. Pickens’ involvement). Some of the newspapers that Sam 

purchased were Alabama Beacon, Argus, Mobile Register, Ru ral Carolinian,  

Tuscaloosa Times, and Weekly Register. Sam uel III ’s daily, repetitive purchases 

include corn, flour, hats and pants, meats, sugar, and tobacco. The enterprises with 

which Sam did business with throughout the 1880s and 1890s include Baker and 

Lawler, W. H.  Drummonds, B. F. Eborn, Hopkins and McLester, A. B. Loveman, W. G. 

Miller, Moore, W illiam H. Ross, and Webster and Wilson.  

Ezekiel Pickens – Contains a few items related to debt.  

Israel “Icha” Pickens – The large majority of Icha’s financial documents are receipts. These 

purchases were made from D. J. Castleman, J. A. Grigg, Jeffries and Johnston, 

Loveman and Black, J. W. McCrary, C. L. Stickney, and A. Stollenwerck.  

Israel Pickens (Governor) – Includes a limited amount of sales and purchases, and lodgin g 

receipts spanning the 1800 -1820s.  

Israel Leonidas Pickens – Includes a limited amount of material on purchases and debts 

between the 1830s -1860s.  

James Pickens – James’ business affairs were closely related to agriculture. James  dealt 

with many of the S outh’s largest cotton factors.  The financial history of James 

includes a variety of transactions with businesses and individuals including Battle and 

Debardeleben, Carlisle and Jones, Childress and Davis, B. Grigg, Hopkins and 

McLester, Jeffries and Johns ton, A. Stollenwerck, Wadsworth and Hendrick, Ward and 

Hubbard, and Webster and Wilson.  

John C. Pickens – I



Juliet Pickens – Includes a limited amount of purchases made with merchants including 

Guggenheimer, A. B. Loveman, and A. Meyers.  

Louisa Pickens – Includes receipts, bills, and debts.  Business es include E. Dell, J. A. Grigg, J. 



 
125.1 February 8, 1872 (1)  





127.52 Estate of Samuel Pickens, January 3, 1877 – April 28, 1877 (4 6)  
127.53 Estate of Samuel Pic kens, May 2, 1877 – October 31, 1877 ( 41 )  
127.54 Estate of Samuel Pickens, November 2, 1877 – January 11, 1878 (36)  
127.55 Estate of Samuel Pickens, January 15, 1878 – March 31 , 1878 (4 3)  
127.56 Estate of Samuel Pickens, April 5, 1878 – August 10, 1878 ( 40)  
127.57 Estate of Samuel Pickens, August 31, 1878 – December 31, 1878 ( 48)  
127.58 Estate of Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1879 – March 3, 1879 (38 )  
127.59 Estate of Samuel Pickens, March 4, 1879 – June 26, 1879 (37)  
127.60 Estate of Samuel Pickens, July 2, 1879 – November 29, 1879 (3 5)  
127.61 Estate of Samuel Pickens, December 6, 1879 – January 1, 1880 (3 6)  
127.62 Estate of Samuel Pickens, January 6, 1880 – March 17, 1880 (39)  
127.63 Estate of Samuel Pickens, March 22, 1880 – December 20, 1880 ( 40)  
127.64 Est ate of Samuel Pickens, February 10, 1881 – November 8, 1881 (33 )  
127.65 Estate of Samuel Pickens, January 5, 1882 – December 14, 1882 (14)  
127.66 Estate of Samuel Pickens, July 31, 1883 – December 12, 1883 (5)  
127.67 Estate of Samuel Pickens, January 4, 18 84 – May 9, 1885 (13)  
 
 
Box 127a  
 
 
127 a



128.19 James Pickens, November 21, 1885 – March 3, 1888 (5 6)  
128.20 James Pickens, March 30, 1888 – December 30 , 1890  (53 )  
128.21 James Pickens, January 3, 1891 – December 31, 1892 (55 )  
128.22 James Pickens, January 2, 1893 – 



129.1 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1826 – September 3 , 1827 ( 46)  
129.2 Colonel Samuel Pickens, September 7, 1827 – June 30, 1828 (3 3)  
129.3 Colonel Samuel Pickens, July  1, 1828 – November 29, 1829 ( 42)  
129.4 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 9, 1830 – December 15, 1830 ( 41)  
129.5 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 183 1 – December 31, 1831 ( 58)  
129.6 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 3, 1832 – December 21, 1832 (4 7)  
129.7 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 4, 1833 – December 31, 1833 ( 51)  
129.8 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1834 – September 23, 1834 ( 59)  
129.9 Colonel Samuel Pickens, October 4, 1834 – August 26, 1835 (59 )  
129.10 Colonel Samuel Pickens, September 2, 1835 – January 26, 1837 (5 7)  
129.11 Colonel Samuel Pickens, February 2, 1837 – December 27, 1837 (54 )  
129.12 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1838 – October 26, 1838 (4 7)  
129.13 Colonel Samuel Pickens, November 3, 1838 – June 27, 1839 ( 53)  
129.14 Colonel Samuel Pickens, July 1, 1839 – August 31, 1840 ( 50)  
129.15 Colonel Samuel Pickens, September 1, 1840 – December 24, 1841 ( 52 )  
129.16 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1842 – November 22, 1842 (4 9)  
129.17 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1843 – December 24, 1843 ( 50)  
129.18 Co lonel Samuel Pickens, January 1 , 1844 – December 25, 1844 ( 60)  
129.19 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1845 – December 22, 1845 ( 57)  
129.20 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1846 – May 12, 1846 (46 )  
129.21 Colonel Samuel Pickens, June 14, 1846 – April 19, 1847 ( 50)  
129.22 Colonel Samuel Pickens, May 3, 1847 – February 21, 1848 (43 )  
129.23 Colonel Samuel Pickens, March 10, 1848 – Decem ber 31, 1848 (4 9)  
129.24 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1849 – December 21, 1849 ( 59)  
129.25 Colonel Samuel Pickens, January 1, 1850 – September 24, 1850 ( 51)  
129.26 Colonel Samuel Pickens, September 11, 1850 – May 17, 1851 ( 56)  
129.27 Colonel Samuel P ickens, June 12, 1851 – February 20, 1852 (4 5)  
129.28 Colonel Samuel Pickens, March 1, 1852 – April 28, 1853 ( 67)  
129.29 Colonel Samuel Pickens, May 4, 1853 – January 31, 1854 ( 53 )  
129.30 Colonel Samuel Pickens, February 12, 1854 – May 25, 1858 (44 )  
129.31 Colonel Samuel Pickens, n.d.  (22 )  
129.32 Samuel Pickens III, August 17, 1858 – October 29, 1866 (56 )  
129.33 Samuel Pickens III, November 29, 1866 – December 6 , 1869 ( 50 )  
129.34 Samuel Pickens III, January 22, 1870 – August 14, 1871 (39 )  
129.35 Samuel Pick ens III, September 11, 1871 – December 31, 1872 ( 41)  
129.36 Samuel Pickens III, February 3, 1873 – September 12, 1874 (4 6)  
129.37 Samuel Pickens III, September 18, 1874 – December 31, 1875 ( 41)  
129.38 Samuel Pickens III, January 1, 1876 – December 18, 1876  (3 4)  
129.39 Samuel Pickens III, January 2, 1877 – November 12, 1878 ( 55)  
129.40 Samuel Pickens III, December 7, 1878 – December 13, 1879 (37 )  
129.41 Samuel Pickens III, January 1, 1880 – May 10, 1880 (38)  
129.42 Samuel Pickens III, May 24, 1880 – October 18, 1880 (4 1)  
129.43 Samuel Pickens III, October 19, 1880 – February 16, 1881 (42)  
129.44 Samuel Pickens III, February 18, 1881 – May 28, 1881 (39 )  
129.45 Samuel Pickens III, June 4, 1881 – September 17, 1881 ( 41)  
129.46 Samuel Pickens III, September 20, 1 881 – December 31, 1881 ( 41)  
129.47 Samuel Pickens III, January 1, 1882 – March 7, 1882 ( 41)  
129.48 Samuel Pickens III, March 10, 1882 – March 31, 1882 (24)  
129.49 Samuel Pickens III, April 3, 1882 – July 1, 1882 (37)  
129.50 Samuel Pickens III, July 6, 188 2 – July 28, 1882 (41 )  
129.51 Samuel Pickens III, August 1, 1882 – October 17, 1882 (37)  
129.52 Samuel Pickens III, October 21, 1882 – February 5, 1883 (44)  
129.53 Samuel Pickens III, February 9, 1883 – July 31, 1883 ( 42)  

25 
 



129.54 Samuel Pickens III, August 1, 1883 – December 31, 1883 (34 )  
129.55 Samuel Pickens III, January 2, 1884 – February 7, 1885 ( 45)  

Box 129A 
 
129. 1A Samuel Pickens III, February 9, 1885 – June 11, 1885 (29 )  
129. 2A Samuel Pickens III, June 12, 1885 – December 28, 1885 ( 32









Colonel Samuel Pickens, John C. Pickens, Samuel Pickens (III), and James Pickens all 

served in the mili tary. Aside from the Mexican War, little information is revealed about 

military affairs during the antebellum era. Samuel and J ames  left school (at University of 

Virginia) to serve in the Civil War, but J ames  was injured and did not serve long. Mary G. T. 

Pickens and Mary G. Pickens were both concerned about Sam uel  and James during the early 

years of the war (as suggested in the Correspondence subseries). After the war, Sam was 

pardoned by the government, and he filed for reimbursement for a plantation that was 

allegedly destroyed by Union troops. There is little reference (in the entire Pickens Family 

papers) about military affa irs  after the Civil War.  

 

Subseries E. Military  

130.73 Februar y 22, 1817 – August 31, 1865 (21)  

 

Subseries F. Plantations, 1827 –1916 [ bulk 1850s -1880s] ; 1 cubic foot; 71 9 items  

(1 Record Storage Box and 29 Legal -Size Folders)  

 
Strengths: 

�x Detailed economic affairs (purchases, sales, and crop information on eight 
plantations).  

�x Agricultural routines.  
�x Several labor and land indenture s with overseers and freedmen.  
�x Plantation tax information.  

 
Weaknesses: 

�x Lacks extensive material on antebellum affairs and slavery.  
 
Condition: 

Most documents are in fair to good condition; legibility varies.  

 

Organization: 

Any document related to a speci fic plantation  (i.e. Canebrake, Umbria, etc.) has been 

placed into this subseries , regardless of the type of document (i.e., this subseries includes 



of this subseries. The Pickenses also owned land in Bastrop County, Texas, which was called 

the Moore and Childress Place. Information about that property can primarily be found in 

the letters of Subseries A  (particular those written to and from R. P. Jones).  

 
Scope:  

I ncludes leases, loans, land purchases, and employment indentures (including hiring out 

slaves for labor or services). The Property portion includes mercantile receipts, personal 





Scope: 

This subseries cont ains no plantation documents. The Slavery subseries  largely consists of 

the private purchases  of slaves and slave families  by Pickens family members, particularly 

Israel Pickens (Governor), Colonel Sam uel  Pickens, James Pickens (Governor’s brother) , and 

John C. Pickens. Other items in this subseries include value es timates of slaves , loans of 

slaves for labor duties , receipts for purchasing items for slaves or medical expenses . This 

subseries has a substantial amount of intellectual potential. Furthermore, some of the  

detailed, unique items  in this subseries include :   

�x A note to William Pickens (1824) discussing the  payment for a  felony charge against 

Samuel Dale for stea ling a slave woman .  

�x A document  addressed  to Samuel Pickens (1826) mentioning  a slave being  



130A. 13 Umbria, 1881 (1)  
130A. 14 Umbria, April 26, 1870 – 1879 (3)  
130A. 15 Umbria, June 23, 1868 – November 18, 1868 (2)  
130A. 16 Umbria, November 1865 – November 1 867 (4)  
130A. 17 Umbria, October 19, 1883 – 1886(3)  
130A. 18 Umbria, April 1887 – 1888(3)  
130A. 19 General, June 22, 1865 and February 8, 1872 ( 2)  
130A. 20 General, 1876 (1)  
130A. 21 General, 1885, 1895 (2)  
  

Subseries H. Ephemera, 1821- 191 8; 1 cubic foot; 1,81 7 items  (1 Record Storage Box )  

 
Strengths: 

�x Wide variety of postage ranging in years from 1859 -1917.  
�x Documents that display daily life . 
�x Poems expressing humanistic qualities . 

 
Weaknesses: 

�x Lacks research potential because of the scattered content and low int ellectual 
quality.  

 
Condition: 



Sub -subseries 2H-2. Artwork   
131.2 Augu st 13, 1822 – May 6, 1898 , n.d. (14 )  

Sub -subseries 2H-3. Card s   
131.3 November 12, 1874  – August 1918 ( 47)  

Sub -subseries 2H-4. Empty Envelopes   
131.4 May  22, 1859 – December 9, 1863 (93 )  
131.5 Januar y 29, 1864 – November 1, 1866 (43)  
131.6 Januar y 3, 1867 – October 21, 1869 (44 )  
131.7 January 19, 1870  – December 1 872 (44)  
131.8 January  2, 1873 – December 27, 1875 (58 )  
131.9 January  11, 1876 – December 4, 1877 (70 )  
131.10 January  26, 1878 – December 31, 1879 (55 )  
131.11 1880– 1881 (67 )  
131.12 1882– 1883 (60 )  
131.13 1884– 1885 (59 )  
131.14 1886– 1887 ( 41)  
131.15 1888– 1889 (69 )  
131.16 1890– 1892 (52 )  
131.17 1893– 1895 (64 )  
131.18 1896– 1899 (43 )  
131.19 1900– 1917 (46 )  
131.20 n.d. (68 )  
131.21 n.d. (70 )  
131.22 n.d.  (65)  
131.23 n.d.  (65)  
131.24 n.d.  (65)  
131.25 n.d.  (65)  
131.26 n.d. (66)  
131.26.1 n.d. (63)  

Sub -subseries 2H-5. Memoranda   
131.27 July 31, 1821 – 1885, n.d.  (28)  
131.28 September 27, 1887 – April 11, 1913, n.d.  (25)  

Sub -subseries 2H-6. Notes   
131.29 Nov ember 1, 1822 – May 18, 1868 (68 )  
131.30 August  1, 1869 – December 10, 1877 (62 )  
131.31 March 11, 1878 – June 12, 1882 (56 )  
131.32 June 17, 1882 – February 26, 1914 (7 4)  
131.33 n.d.  (59)  
131.34 n.d.  (53)  
131.35 n.d.  (60)  
131.36 n.d. (63 )  

Sub -subseries 2H-7. Personal  
131.37 1807 – 1903 (6)  
131.37.1 1864 (1)  
 
Box 131A   

131.34 



 
131.1A n.d. (2)  

Sub -subseries 2H-8. Poetry   
131.2A September 22, 1856 – 1899 (15 )  
131.3A n.d.  (21)  
 

Subseries I. Maps , 1824 –1879; 39 items  (1 oversized map storage -cabinet )  
 
Strengths: 

�x Many detailed maps of Pickens’ land plots in Alabama and Texas. Early maps of 
Alabama Townships with measurements.  

�x Multip le maps of Canebrake Plantation .  
 
Weaknesses: 

�x Several documents are sketches and are illegible.  
�x Many maps do not state a year.  

 
Condition:  

Most items are in good condition.  

 

Organization: 

Arranged chronologically.  

 

Scope:  

The majority of the documents in this subseries show land boundaries and acreage amounts 

for designated areas. Several of the plotted “tracts” include Mallory, Little Prairie, 

Canebrake, Goodrum, Sollee, all in Greene and Marengo counties. Some maps illustrate 

landmarks and the propert y of nearby neighbors. There are multiple township maps from 

early statehood. There are also maps depicting the Tuscaloosa District and lands given to 

establish the University of Alabama. In Greene County, for example, Samuel Pickens had 

land (Goodrum Plan tation) located near the Warrior River, while his brother James had 

lands across the river; nearby neighbors around the plantation included McGee, Meade, 

Withers, and Carrington. Also, on the Canebrake plantation, Little Prairie Creek and a public 

road ran  through the center of the land. These illustrations assist in recreating the Pickens’ 

land layouts. A few reveal some undeveloped property owned throughout the state.  

Subseries I. Maps (Located in oversized metal filing drawer) 

1837– 1879 (44 )  

 

36 
 



 

Subseries J. Oversized, 1804 -1913; 122 Items  (1 oversized box)  

 

Condition:  



*1. Braxton Bragg, c. 1870 
*2. Margaret Mitchell, 1921  
*3. Adolph Sigmund Weil, c. 1921 
 
 

38 
 


